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‘‘§ 7. Marriage 

‘‘(a) For the purposes of any Federal law, 
rule, or regulation in which marital status is 
a factor, an individual shall be considered 
married if that individual’s marriage is be-
tween 2 individuals and is valid in the State 
where the marriage was entered into or, in 
the case of a marriage entered into outside 
any State, if the marriage is between 2 indi-
viduals and is valid in the place where en-
tered into and the marriage could have been 
entered into in a State. 

‘‘(b) In this section, the term ‘State’ means 
a State, the District of Columbia, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, or any other ter-
ritory or possession of the United States. 

‘‘(c) For purposes of subsection (a), in de-
termining whether a marriage is valid in a 
State or the place where entered into, if out-
side of any State, only the law of the juris-
diction applicable at the time the marriage 
was entered into may be considered.’’. 
SEC. 6. NO IMPACT ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AND 

CONSCIENCE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act, or 

any amendment made by this Act, shall be 
construed to diminish or abrogate a religious 
liberty or conscience protection otherwise 
available to an individual or organization 
under the Constitution of the United States 
or Federal law. 

(b) GOODS OR SERVICES.—Consistent with 
the First Amendment to the Constitution, 
nonprofit religious organizations, including 
churches, mosques, synagogues, temples, 
nondenominational ministries, interdenomi-
national and ecumenical organizations, mis-
sion organizations, faith-based social agen-
cies, religious educational institutions, and 
nonprofit entities whose principal purpose is 
the study, practice, or advancement of reli-
gion, and any employee of such an organiza-
tion, shall not be required to provide serv-
ices, accommodations, advantages, facilities, 
goods, or privileges for the solemnization or 
celebration of a marriage. Any refusal under 
this subsection to provide such services, ac-
commodations, advantages, facilities, goods, 
or privileges shall not create any civil claim 
or cause of action. 
SEC. 7. STATUTORY PROHIBITION. 

(a) NO IMPACT ON STATUS AND BENEFITS 
NOT ARISING FROM A MARRIAGE.—Nothing in 
this Act, or any amendment made by this 
Act, shall be construed to deny or alter any 
benefit, status, or right of an otherwise eligi-
ble entity or person, including tax-exempt 
status, tax treatment, educational funding, 
or a grant, contract, agreement, guarantee, 
loan, scholarship, license, certification, ac-
creditation, claim, or defense, provided such 
benefit, status, or right does not arise from 
a marriage. 

(b) NO FEDERAL RECOGNITION OF POLYG-
AMOUS MARRIAGES.—Nothing in this Act, or 
any amendment made by this Act, shall be 
construed to require or authorize Federal 
recognition of marriages between more than 
2 individuals. 
SEC. 8. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this Act, or any amend-
ment made by this Act, or the application of 
such provision to any person, entity, govern-
ment, or circumstance, is held to be uncon-
stitutional, the remainder of this Act, or any 
amendment made thereby, or the application 
of such provision to all other persons, enti-
ties, governments, or circumstances, shall 
not be affected thereby. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I have 
six requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 

They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 
The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-

trition, and Forestry is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, November 15, 2022, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, November 15, 2022, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, November 15, 2022, at 2:30 
p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, November 
15, 2022, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
on nominations. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Select Committee on Intel-

ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
November 15, 2022, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a closed briefing. 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 

The Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations of the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
November 15, 2022, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that my defense fellow, 
Dustin Mondloch, be granted floor 
privileges for the remainder of the 
117th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. KING. I also ask unanimous con-
sent that the following interns from 
my office be granted floor privileges 
for today’s session: Mateus Voltolini, 
Timothy Ryan, Hayley Smith, and 
Colter Adams. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

JOURNALISTS 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask 
my colleagues to join me today in hon-
oring journalists. A free, independent 
media is vital to our democracy. It is 
enshrined in our Constitution. We de-
pend on reporters around the world to 
both tell the stories that have an im-
pact on our day-to-day lives and dig for 

those stories that might not be told 
otherwise. 

Journalists are generally tenacious 
and dedicated. They ask the tough 
questions. They challenge special in-
terests. They connect us with our com-
munities and our world. They put 
themselves in harm’s way to tell the 
unvarnished truth, unfiltered by gov-
ernment propaganda, at a time when 
the world needs it more than ever, and 
too often, that comes at a cost. 

Increasingly, journalists find them-
selves under attack, arrested, or tar-
geted for simply reporting facts. Some 
even make the ultimate sacrifice to re-
veal the truth. 

In March, I spoke on this floor about 
three talented, brave journalists who 
were killed while reporting on Vladi-
mir Putin’s brutal invasion of Ukraine. 
Since then, at least nine other journal-
ists have been killed in Ukraine, jour-
nalists who were covering this war. 

In May, Palestinian-American jour-
nalist Shireen Abu Akleh was killed 
while reporting on an Israeli military 
raid in Jenin in the West Bank. This 
danger is not something American 
journalists are immune from. 

In September, Jeff German, a re-
porter with the Las Vegas Review- 
Journal, was murdered—was mur-
dered—for his investigative reporting 
here in the United States of America. 

These are only a few of the journal-
ists who lost their lives this year while 
trying to uncover the truth. 

Since Mahsa Amini’s death on Sep-
tember 16, Reporters Without Borders 
has found that ‘‘at least 42 journalists 
have been arrested throughout Iran.’’ 
The Committee to Protect Journalists 
reports that since the beginning of 
2022—fewer than 11 months—60 journal-
ists—6–0 journalists—have been killed. 

Politicians in this country throw 
around all kinds of incendiary lan-
guage describing journalists, making 
fun of them, demeaning them, contrib-
uting to this view too often that could 
lead to the injury or attacks or even 
murders of journalists. 

We remember those who lost their 
lives. We recognize their unwavering 
commitment to the democratic ideals 
of truth and accuracy and trans-
parency, a commitment so strong that 
they put their lives on the line—often 
putting truth before personal safety— 
to cover floods and hurricanes and the 
important stories from global war 
zones. We have a better understanding 
of what is happening in the world 
today because of journalists, because of 
journalism. 

Our thoughts are with the families 
and the friends and the colleagues 
whose loved ones were killed in search 
of truth, but thoughts and prayers 
aren’t enough. We need to support ef-
forts here and abroad to hold those who 
kill or even threaten journalists ac-
countable. 

That is why the work of organiza-
tions like Reporters Without Borders 
and the Committee to Protect Journal-
ists—why organizations like that are 
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